
 

 

 
 
September 25, 2019 

 

Wisconsin Chapter American Public Works Association 

300 E. Main Street 

Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

 

Subject: 2019 APWA PWX Seattle, WA Experience  

    

 

Dear Members of the Executive Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 2019 PWX National Conference in Seattle. My first 

involvement with APWA was getting the chance to attend the Wisconsin Chapter spring conference in 

Oshkosh. I was able to experience the first timer’s breakfast where I was warmly greeted by chapter 

members and enjoyed learning what the organization is about. There I learned about the emerging 

leaders program and am so grateful to have been one of the individuals selected. After seeing leaders 

in my own company immersed in the chapter, such as Tim Barbeau (my mentor) and Jeff Mazanec (the 

individual who encouraged me to get started with APWA), I knew that it would be an excellent way to 

grow as a young professional in the public works sector. 

 

When I found out I had been selected as an emerging leader for the 2019 PWX National Conference, I 

was honored. I began to ask APWA members about their experiences and researched previous years’ 

conferences to understand what to expect. As someone who had never been to Seattle, I was looking 

forward to exploring the city and getting to attend the largest conference I have ever attended.  

 

Walking into the conference center was an eye-opening experience. There were thousands of people 

headed to the same place as I was, all looking to improve their ability to serve public works. I will never 

forget the speakers, sessions, vendors and food. Below are some of my favorite experiences from the 

2019 PWX National Conference. 

 

 

General Sessions 

 

I thought the general sessions were a great way to kick off each day of the conference with a variety of 

topics. I really enjoyed the hype that Thom Singer, the conferences emcee, was able to provide in the 

mornings. His energy and “try new things” attitude motivated me to take on each day with an open 

mind. The opening session led by Rex Hohlbein about homelessness in Seattle was a very motivating 
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start. As homelessness is a major issue in my hometown of Milwaukee, I found his message of 

humanizing the people who are living in these conditions to be incredibly valuable.  

 

The session with Jim Kwik on how to master your mind was one of my favorite presentations of the 

conference. His techniques on memory optimization were helpful to train myself to process information 

in a more effective way. His “M.O.M.” acronym for enhancing your memory was something worth taking 

home. The first “M” stands for motivation. When we ask ourselves why we want to remember 

something, it really comes down to giving yourself a powerful reason to retain information. The “O” 

stands for observation. Jim spoke of how some people in a conversation are merely waiting for their 

opportunity to speak while others are talking rather than truly absorbing and comprehending what 

people are saying. He reminded me that my undivided attention can maximize what I am able to retain. 

The second “M” stands for mechanics. This speaks to our ability to practice memory techniques to 

enhance the skills we would like to use every day. 

 

The session led by Sheryl Connelly about consumer trends helped me to interpret global trends to 

better anticipate what our local communities will need to prepare for. The closing session led by James 

Sun helped me to understand why diversity in our workplace is so valuable. With exposure to different 

backgrounds in our workplace, our ability to create better solutions for municipalities is greatly 

increased. 

 

I was impressed with the variety of topics covered at the conference. Each of these sessions brought a 

new perspective that will help me improve as an engineer and as a person. I found myself questioning 

how I think about my career and how much more I could be doing. These types of experiences will help 

me to grow in my field and make sure I am exploring every avenue to be the best I can be. 

 

 

Educational Sessions 

 

The educational sessions were some of the most diverse and difficult to choose from. I thought that 

with so many great options, it was hard to decide on just one place to be at a time. When considering 

each session, I began to think about what new technologies could be coming to Wisconsin. The value 

of having a background in smart cities and new ways for communities to create revenue out of existing 

expenses inspired me to decide on the sessions I attended. 

 

The “Going Global with Smart Cities” presentation by HR Green was one of the more interesting 

sessions I attended. They spoke of how by the year 2030, our roads would be 44% automated. The 

driverless cars that are being introduced to the roads could lead to fully managed systems that would 

allow for signalized intersections to become a thing of the past. As 5G becomes one of today’s biggest 

technologies, it was interesting to learn about the ways that communities can begin preparing for the 

new infrastructure required. With the increased speed comes a need for municipalities to prepare 
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standards to ensure that this infrastructure will be handled in a way that not only allows users to have 

full access to new technology, but also implements safe practices for the public. 

 

Another session I found to be very informative was one that used the City of Bellevue as an example of 

smart city implementation. They spoke of the primary categories used to identify smart city 

characteristics: connectivity, transportation, public safety, water, buildings and energy. For 

transportation benefits, the City of Bellevue employed 360 degree cameras on all of the intersections in 

their city to study near-miss incidents to improve intersection safety. They also implemented a real-time 

winter conditions map that monitors snow and ice while GPS routed trucks to allow for more effective 

sand application and removal. For connectivity improvements, the city invested in a public Wi-Fi option 

as well as fiber sharing with schools and hospitals. 

 

These sessions presented opportunities to expand my knowledge on topics that are new to the public 

works sector. With the time spent learning about this technology, I can bring new ideas to the table 

back at home. These ideas can help us to develop innovative solutions for our communities and 

provide a more informed background to plan for the future. 

 

 

Vendor Hall 

 

The vendor hall was a great way to get a mental break from some of the technical sessions to 

experience some of the new technologies up close. I was able to speak with some vendors that I have 

worked with in the past and others that I look forward to working with more often. I was struck by the 

scope of products and services that the expo had to offer. The vendors’ displays were outstanding and 

eye catching. 

 

 

Social Events 

 

The Wisconsin Chapter dinner was a great way to get to know some of the members that make the 

organization what it is today. The food and company were unforgettable. I was able to meet our past 

presidents, committee chairs and fellow public works enthusiasts for a brief chapter meeting followed 

by an after-dinner social hour in the Seattle scene. It was an amazing experience to interact with 

everyone in a casual and friendly atmosphere.  

 

Additionally, during my own personal exploration of the city, I kept running into many fellow conference 

attendees. Whether it was at a local brewery, the Space Needle or Pike Place Market, there was 

always someone from the conference to chat with about their experience in Seattle and get to know 

how they are involved with APWA.  
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Overall Experience 

 

I am very grateful for the opportunity that APWA has given me to attend the 2019 Public Works Expo. I 

was able to connect with new people, learn new techniques to approach projects and hear about the 

new technologies emerging in the field of public works. In the weeks since the conference, I already 

have been able to use some of the information I learned in the technical sessions. The social events 

were a great way to get acquainted and have new experiences in a new city. 

 

This conference left a lasting impression on me. The experience increased my interest in my 

profession, as I have become more passionate about how to improve our public works and increase our 

impact in a more lasting way. I look forward to attending future APWA conferences as well as getting 

more involved with the Wisconsin chapter committees. Thank you again for this amazing opportunity. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Genevieve Stollenwerk 
raSmith 
Civil Engineer 
 


